dugle Ul duconll
Ul Il Aol
gl o anll

COOPERATIVE OF NATIVE TREE PRODUCERS OF LEBANON
ADVANCED APPROACHES IN NATIVE TREE SEEDLING PRODUCTION

THE TARGET PLANT CONCEPT:

This is a new approach taken by the native tree producers
in Lebanon to produce the highest quality seedlings, as
needed for successful reforestation in Lebanon. This paradigm
focuses on starting the seedling growing process by studying
the characteristics of the outplanting site. The Cooperative
for Native Tree Producers in Lebanon grows seedlings that
are suited for the outplanting sites conditions: growers and
planters are partners. A seedling that has been conditioned to
the outplanting site characteristics has a much higher chance
of survival.

BEFORE

To achieve a target seedling, growers take into consideration:

e Outplanting objective: In Lebanon the main objectives for outplanting include restoration
of degraded areas, , esthetic value, and social-economic goals (agroforestry, ecotourism, job
creation, and livelihood improvement)

* The type of plant material: in Lebanon, high quality nursery-grown seedlings are most likely to
produce trees that survive long after outplanting

* The source of planting material: after the species have been identified, the plant material is
determined. Genetic material from Lebanon (mainly from seeds) is best for reforestation, and
there are geographic regions that should be maintained for seed collection.

* The limiting factors on the outplanting site: the outplanting site should be evaluated to identify
all possible limiting factors (that could be having shallow soils, rocky or steep landscapes, etc...)
for survival and growth of the seedlings. After identification of those limiting factors, proper
practices are used in the nurseries to grow seedlings conditioned to surpass them.

* The timing of outplanting window: dictates the proper sowing time for each species that will
then be cultured to be physiologically conditioned for the outplanting sites. In Lebanon, due
to the methods of seedling production and the winter/rainy seasons, outplanting should be
conducted in the late fall/early winter

* The outplanting tool used: the nursery growers must work closely with the implementing
partners (planters) to make sure that the target seedlings are suitable for planting while using
a specific tool. The tool should create an environment that is suitable for the root system of the
seedling to be easily established and grow in the ground.

il
Advanced approaches
in native tree seedling
production will insure
higher survival rates
in the planting sites,
making reforestation
sustainable and
successful.
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